
  
Fire as a Management Tool in Arkansas  

From Concept to Implementation 



Discussion Topics 

Å Role of Fire in our Ecosystems 

ÅWhy we burn in Arkansas? 

Å Partnerships and Collaborations 

Å Future Directions 

 



Part I: How fire shaped Arkansas 



Background For Restoring and 

Managing  

Shortleaf Pine and Oak Forests 

ñThe Interior Highlands 

evolved under 12,000 

years of natural and 

human induced firesò  

-Tom Foti, Arkansas Natural 

Heritage Commission 



ñA tall, thick, and rank growth of wild grass, cover the whole 

country, in which the oaks are standing interspersed, like fruit 

trees in some well cultivated orchard and giving to the scenery the 

most novel, pleasing, and picturesque appearance.ò 

Henry Schoolcraft (1819) 

Early Accounts of the Landscapeé.. 





Ouachita Mountain - Shortleaf Pine Woodlands 



Land Types  

Ozark Interior Highlands Ozark Mountain - Oak Pine Woodlands 



Surface Fires 

Mixed Severity /Low Intensity 

  

Photo: FM9 Head Fire by McRee Anderson 



Historical Fire Burned At Landscape Scale 

Low Intensity Surface Fires 



Fire history of oakïpine forests in the Lower 

Boston Mountains, Arkansas, USA 
R.P. Guyette and M.A. Spetich, 2003 
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Fire history of oakïpine forests in the Lower 

Boston Mountains, Arkansas, USA 

Guyette and Spetich, 2003 



Upland Hardwood Forests and Related Communities of the 

Arkansas Ozarks in the Early 19th Century 

Thomas L. Foti (2001) 
in 

Upland Oak Ecology Symposium: 

History, Current Conditions, and Sustainability 

Ozark Mountains  

44 - 78 Trees/Acre 

 

1.5M   Acres 

Woodlands 



John Andre 



Photo: Ouachita NF circ 1920 



Current Ecosystem to Manage! 



 Red Oak Borer Damage 2000-01 

Interior Highlands 

1 Million Acres of Oak Mortality 





Fire management goals 

Part II: Why We Burn? 


